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Hidden Treasures of St Andrew's, Wiveliscombe 

BBC Radio 4 programme Making History investigated the parish church of St Andrew's, Wiveliscombe, where a listener was staggered to find records of how a small group of people squirreled away important examples of church art and furniture from all over the country during the war. Who was behind this, she asked, and why Wiveliscombe? 

Making History discovered that the plan to move hundreds of objects of church art, furniture and relics was that of two people - Dr Francis Eles, the then head of the central Council for the Care of Churches, and his assistant Judith Scott. Wiveliscombe was chosen for two reasons. First, Eles had a holiday home at nearby Dunster, and second and more important, the church had a huge crypt, which was neatly divided up into small sections that were vacant. When the church was built in the 1820s, the crypt was deliberately designed as a way of paying for the building. The idea was that the great and the good would pay rent for a place where family members could be buried. This clever idea never really worked and much of the space was unused - until the early months of the war when Dr Eles decided it would make an excellent wartime storage space. 

Making History consulted Judith Scott, Dr Francis Eles' assistant; architectural historian Dr Thomas Cocke; and Dixon Luxton, Churchwarden of St Andrew's, Wiveliscombe.
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